22	A STUDENT'S HISTORY OF EDUCATION
All this training was given informally in pro-Exilic
times. In fact, for even a century after the return to
Judaea little appears to have been done toward the es-
tablishment of educational institutions. With the new
immigration under Ezra and the arrival of Nohemiah as
governor, however, the synagogue began to be a scat of
instruction, as well as of worship. Elementary schools
were generally established at those centers, and were
taught by a new gild of teachers that had sprung up.
This instructional group, which had become especially
learned in the code of Law (Torafi), was known as the
' * scribes'' (Sopherim).
Schools in the synagogue. — The synagogue schools soon
became a characteristic feature of Judaeau culture* For
the sake of holding the favor of Jehovah and thus keeping
the nation from destruction, elementary education even-
tually came to be made universal and compulsory* By
order of the high priest, Joshua ben Gamala, in 64 a.d,,
one or more schools had to be set up in each synagogue
or in some room attached thereto in every town and prov-
ince of Judaea, and it may even be that among the educa-
tional reforms of Simon ben Shetach, president of the
Sanhedrin, universal education was required in Jerusalem
more than a century and a half before this* Certainly
after the fall of Jerusalem in 70 a.d., wherever the Jews
wandered, these synagogue schools were established and
became of the utmost importance as a m^ans of preserv-
ing the Jewish faith.
The material used in all elementary instruction was
essentially religious. As in earlier days, the children
started their religious and moral training in the home*
Hence when they entered school at about six years of age,
they had already learned many passages of Scripture,

